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PREFACE 


TH  E  frequent  Applications 
to  Parliament  for  Remedies 
to  prevent  the  Running  of  Wool, 
from  Great-Britain  and  Ireland^ 
to  Foreign  Parts ;  and  the  Bene- 
fits that  muft  accrue  to  the  Sub- 
jetfts  of  England  thereby,  are  too 
notorious  to  need  the  Repetition; 
A   2  nor 


nor  need  I  mention  the  Number  of 
Schemes  propofed  to  effed  this 
Cure,  my  Intention  being  only  to 
offer  my  own,  with  humble  and 
great  Submiffion  to  the  Confide- 
ration  of  Parliament,  whofe  Wif- 
dom  will  ever  determine  in  favour 
of  fuch  Methods,  as  will  be  deem'd 
moft  effectual. 

My  own  differs  greatly  from  all 
other  Schemes  I  have  yet  met  with, 
both  in  the  Way  and  Manner  of 
executing  it ;  tho'  in  the  Year  1734, 
I  delivered  to  an  Honourable  Mem- 
ber of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a 
Scheme  (modelled  in  1 731)  to  the 
fame  Effed,  as  to  Warehoufes  ia 
England^  but  as  no  Proviffon  was 
made  in  that  Scheme,  relatmg  to 
h  trelafidy 


Ireland^  'twas  then  objected  to  as 
imperfect.  I  have  here  not  only 
fubjoined  the  fame  Method  in  Ire-- 
land^  but  put  both  in  a  Way  fo  eafy 
to  the  Subjed,  that  no  Hardftiips 
can  poffibly  be  complained  of.  The 
needy  Farmer,  upon  bringing  in 
his  Wool,  may  be  fupplied  with 
Money  for  fix  Months,  at  common 
Intereft,  till  he  can  difpofe  of  it  to 
hisSatisfadion:  And  the  Wool  will 
be  as  fafe  in  the  Warehoufe  as  in  hi^ 
own  keeping  ;  nor  attended  with 
more  Ex  pence,  than  to  carry  that^ 
or  his  Grain,  to  a  common  Mar-* 
ket,  at  the  fame  Diftance. 

The  firft  Expence,  indeed,  of 
eredling  or  purchafing  fit  Ware- 
.houfes,  to  Anfwer  this  great  De- 

fign 
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fign  muft  be  confiderable  ;  but  af- 
ter that  is  finiflied  and  compleated, 
the  Annual  Expences  will  be  incre- 
dibly fmall,  compared  with  the  vaft 
Charge  that  muft  attend  a  General 
Regifter  thro'  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland:  Nor  will  fuch  Univerfal 
Regifter,  in  my  humble  Opinion, 
be  neceflary  ;  nor  can  be  more  ef- 
fedlual  now,  then  in  paft  Ages, 
when  it  has  always  failed.  If  due 
Care  be  taken  to  ftrip  the  Coaft 
fifteen  or  twenty  Miles,  nor  to  fuf- 
fer  any  Wool  to  pafs  Coaft-ways, 
but  under  Permits ;  and  that  to  be 
ftriftly  accounted  for  :  I  humbly 
apprehend  it  would  go  a  great  way 
towards  curing  the  Evil  complained 
of,  and  then  the  Inland  Parts  of 
both  Kingdoms  may  be  left  with- 
out 
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out  Danger  free  and  open,  whick 
will  give  great  Tranquility  and  Eafe 
to  the  Minds  of  the  People. 

As  to  the  Duty  propofed  to  fup- 
port  this  Scheme,  tho'  it  may  pofii- 
bly  raife  3  or  400,000  /.  a  Year, 
yet  this  Duty  will  hardly  be  felt  by 
the  Confumer,  after  the  Wool  is 
manufaftured,  and  will  be  lefs 
Burthenfome  on  the  poor  and 
lower  Ranks  of  People,  then  thofe 
on  Soap  or  Candles,  fo  grievoufly 
and  univerfally  complained  of,  and 
which  Duties  'tis  humbly  prefumed 
may  by  the  Savings  and  Surplufage 
of  this  Fund  be  totally  difcharged. 

The  Scheme  here  humbly  pre- 
fented,  ha?  been    lately  laid   be- 
fore 
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fore  the  Honourable  the  Lords  Com- 
iniffioners  of  the  Board  of  Trade,    ^' 
where  it  hath  attended  their  Lord- 
{hips  Approbation. 


A 
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SCHEME 

O  R 

METHOD 

Humbly  propofed by  Anthony  Sympson, 
to  the  Honourable  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
of  the  Board  of  Trade ^  &c.  To  preve?2t  the 
clandejiine  Running  of  WOOL  from 
England  and  Ireland,  (Sc.  into  foreign 
Parts  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  our^ 
Woollen-Manufadluries. 

TT  is  firft  humbly  propofed,  that  Ware- 
houfes  in  Effex^  Kent^  SuJJeXy  Hamp- 
Jhire^  Lincolnfiire^  and  fuch  other  Coun- 
tries as  may  be  thought  proper,  fifteen  or 
twenty  Miles  from  the  Sea   Coaft,  and 
five  Mile§  Diftance  from  each  other,  be 
B  either 


[  2  ] 

either  purchafed  or  erecfted  for  lodging 
and  depoliting  all  Wool  that  (hall  grow 
or  be  found,  between  the  faid  Warehoufes 
and  Sea  Coaft ;  and  as  well  for  Safety  as 
Conveniency,  Market  Towns  fhould  have 
the  preference. 

That  all  Wool  growing,  or  found  be- 
tween fuch  Warehoufes  and  Sea  Coaft, 
be  Regifter'd  in  every  Parifh,  on  or  be- 
fore of  through  Great 
Britai?2.  And  that  all  Sheep  Owners  be 
obliged,  under  a  Penalty  of  the  full  Value 
of  their  Sheep,  to  give  three  Days  Notice 
before  Sheering,  to  the  Colle(5tor  of  the 
King's  Tax  for  the  faid  Parifli,  of  the 
Time  and  Place  of  Sheering  fuch  his  Sheep, 
and  that  fuch  Collector  be  obliged  likev^ife, 
under  a  Penalty  to  attend  in  Perfon,  or 
appoint  fome  fit  Perfon  in  his  Place  to 
take  an  Account  of  the  Number  of  Fleeces, 
and  Weight  of  the  Wool,  with  the  Name 
of  the  Proprietor  of  fuch  Wool,  and  the 
Account  fo  taken,  to  be  fworn  before  a 
Magiftrate,  and  fent  to  the  neareft  Ware- 
houfe,  to  be  there  Entered  and  Regiftered, 
and  the  Collector  to  be  paid  at  the  Ware- 
houfe  Twenty  Shillings  for  TroubJe  and 
Attendance  in  the  Affair.     And  the  like 

Accounts 
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Accounts  to  be  taken  Weekly  or  Monthly, 
by  the  faid  CoUedlois  from  the  Butchers, 
as  to  Number  of  Sheep  and  Lambs  by  him 
killed,  from  Time  to  Time,  and  to  whom 
fuch  Sheep  or  Lambs  Skins  were  fold,  and 
the  Bayers  of  fuch  Skins  to  Account  for 
the  Wool  of  fuch  Sheep  or  Lambs ,  and 
fuch  Account  fworn  to  likewife,  and  fent 
to  the  neareft  Warehoufe,  to  be  there 
Regiftered  and  accounted  for,  and  the 
Colledor  to  be  allowed  a  Salary  for  his 
Trouble. 

That  all  Proprietors  of  fuch  Wool  be 
obliged  at  the  time  of  Sheering,  or  within 
fourteen  Days  after  to  fend  or  carry  fuch 
Wool  into  the  faid  Warehoufe,  where  the 
Account  by  the  Colledor  was  delivered, 
to  be  there  Lodged  and  Regiftered,  and  a 
Receipt  to  be  given  for  the  fame,  and  half 
the  Value  of  fuch  Wool,  to  be  advanced 
and  lent  at  ^L  per  Cent,  till  fuch  Wool  is 
fold  (if  defired.) 

That  a  Monthly  Market  be  eftablifhed 
at  each  Warehoufe,  for  Sale  of  the  Wool, 
till  the  whole  fo  depofited  is  difpofed  of, 
but  none  to  be  delivered  without  a  Permit 
(Gratis)  nor  if  fent  Coaft  Ways  to  any 
B  2  Buyer, 
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Buyer,  without  producing  a  Certificate  of 
his  Name,  Trade,  and  Place  of  Abode, 
Signed  by  two  Magiftrates  of  or  near  the 
Parifh  where  he  refides,  and  Death  or 
Tranfportation  for  Life,  to  forge  fuch  Cer- 
tificate. 

That  no  Wool  Stapler,  nor  any  other 
Dealer  in  Wool,  between  the  Warehoufes 
and  Sea  Coaft  be  fuflFered  to  fetch  a  fecond 
Quantity  of  Wool  from  any  Warehoufe, 
till  he  or  (he  produces  an  Account  of  the 
laft  Parcel,  and  fuch  Account  to  be  veri- 
fy'd  on  Oath,  before,  and  witnefled  by  a 
Magiftrate  (the  Oath  to  be  adminiftered. 
Gratis)  which  Account  fhall  fet  forth, 
each  Prrcel  fold,  either  in  Wool,  Worfted, 
or  Yarne,  or  any  other  Spinning  in  Wool, 
the  Time  when  fold,  and  Quantity,  the 
Perfons  Name,  Trade,  and  Place  of  Abode, 
to  whom  fold,  and  fuch  Accounts  to  be 
left,  and  filed  at  the  Warehoufe. 

That  all  Manufad:urers  be  obliged  like- 
wife,  under  a  Penalty,  between  the  Ware- 
houses and  Sea  Coaft,  to  bring  in  their 
Accounts  Quarterly,  upon  Oath,  to  the 
fame  Warehoufe  where  the  Wool  was  pur- 
^hafed,  fetting  forth,  in  faid  Account,  of 

whom 
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whom  bought,  and  Time  when,  and  in 
what  manner  ufed  and  manufad:ured; 
there  to  be  compared  and  examined  with 
the  Wool-Staplers  Account,  by  which  it 
will  appear,  whether  the  Wool  fopurchafed 
by  the  Wool-Staplers,  ^c.  hath  been  fairly 
worked  up  and  manufadured,  or  clan- 
deftinely  difpofed  of,  and  will  be  fuch  a 
Check  on  both,  that  no  Wool  can  be  fe- 
cretly  difpofed  of  without  Difcovery. 

That  a  Supervifor,  two  Chief  Clerks, 
and  four  Afliflants  (to  pack  and  load  the 
Wool)  be  appointed  under  proper  Salaries 
to  each  Warehoufe,  one  of  the  Afliflants 
to  watch  and  guard  every  Night  againft 
any  Attempt  or  Surprize,  and  the  Clerks, 
and  other  Aflifl:ants,  to  have  Lodgings 
and  Appartments  in  the  faid  Warehoufe, 
as  a  Security  to  the  fame,  and  fuch  Clerks 
to  give  Security  for  the  Difcharge  of  their 
Truft. 

The  Clerks  of  each  Warehoufe,  to  make 
up  twice  a  Year  fair  Accounts,  to  be  exa- 
mined by  the  Sapervifor,  and  fent  to  the 
Commiflionersof  or  Ge- 

neral Regifters  and  Accomptants  Office,  in 
London^  to  be  there  audited  .and  pafTed  — 

By 
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By  thus  ftripping  the  Coaft,  and  tracing 
the  Wool  from  the  Sheeps  Back,  thro'  aii 
the  Hands  of  the  Manufadurers  and 
Dealers  in  Wool,  and  leaving  no  Wool 
between  the  Warehoufes  and  Sea  Coaft, 
but  what  muft  be  ftridly  accounted  for. 
It  is  apprehended  'twill  put  it  out  of  the 
Power  of  every  Clandeftine  Trader,  to 
fend  our  Wool  out  of  the  Kingdom. 

All  Wool,  either  carried  or  found  be- 
tween the  Warehoufes  and  Sea  Coaft,  af- 
ter the  Time  above-mentioned,  without  a 
Permit,  to  be  feized  3  and  the  fame  with 
Horfes  and  Carriages  forfeited  ;  one  Half 
to  the  Informer,  the  other  towards  the 
Charge  of  Management;  and  alfo  the 
Perfon  or  Perfons  taken  therewith  upon 
full  Con vidtion,  to  forfeit  all  Real  and 
Perfonal  Eftate,  and  Tranfported  for 
Life. 

That  all  Wool-Staplers  and  Manufac- 
turers of  Wool  (Servants  excepted)  or 
any  other  Dealer  in  Wool,  Yarn,  &c, 
iov  Sale  between  the  Warehoufes  and  Sea 
Coaft,  be  obliged,  under  a  Penalty,  to 
Regifter  their  Name,  Trade,  and  Place 
of  Abode,  at  the  Warehoufe  neareft  to 

the 
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the  Place  of  their  Refidence.  —  By  this 
Method ,  all  the  Dealers  in  Wool,  between 
the  Warehoufes  and  Sea  Coa.ft,  will  be 
Regiftered  and  publickly  known. 

That  all  Tide- Waiters,  and  other  Of- 
ficers belonging  to  the  Cufloms,  be  au- 
thorized and  diredled  to  watch  and  guard 
all  navigable  Rivers,  Creeks,  and  Places, 
where  Wool  may  be  Run,  and  to  be  al- 
lowed one  Half  of  the  Value  of  the  Sei- 
zure, and  the  other  Moiety  to  the  Charge 
of  Management;  and  'tis  humbly  pre- 
fumed,  that  the  executing  this  Part  of  the 
Scheme  will  require  little  or  no  additional 
Expence,  it  being  already  their  Duty  to 
attend  and  watch  all  navigable  Rivers,  &c. 
to  prevent  the  Running  of  other  Goods, 

And  *tis  further  humbly  propofed  to- 
wards the  effedtually  eftabliihing  and  fup- 
porting  this  Scheme,  that  a  Fund  not  ex- 
ceeding 50,000/.  beraifedby  Subfcription 
at  5  per  Cent,  and  taken  in  at  the  Bank  of 
England^  and  applied  towards  Ereding, 
Parchafing  or  Renting  fit  Warehoufes  to 
Lodge  and  Regifler  fuch  Wool,  and  to 
defray  and  anfwer  all  Salaries  and  Ex- 
pences  relating  to  the  fame  5  And  likewife 

for 
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for  advancing  and  lending  to  all  Farmers, 
&c.  that  defire  it,  upon  bringing  in  their 
Wool,  half  the  Value  of  fuch  Wool  at  5 
per  Cent,  to  be  repaid  with  Intereft,  at  the 
time  of  Sale.  This  will  be  both  an  En- 
couragement and  Service  to  many  Farmers 
till  their  Wool  can  be  difpofed  of  to  the 
beft  Advantage,  and  may  be  done  with 
Safety,  as  there  will  be  always  a  double 
Value  of  the  Money  lent  remaining  in  the 
Warehoufes,  That  no  one  Perfon  be  ad- 
mitted to  fubfcribe  lefs  than  100/.  nor 
more  than  1000/.  nor  take  in  their  Mo- 
ney under  five  Years,  and  fix  Months 
Notice. 

And  as  it  will  be  neceflary  to  conftant- 
ly  fupply  the  Warehoufes  with  fuch  rea- 
dy Money  as  they  may  have  Occafion  for 
to  lend  the  Farmers  upon  their  Wool,  till 
the  fame  is  fold,  and  to  pay  Salaries,  &c. 
Tis  further  propofed,  that  the  General 
Receiver  of  the  Land-Tax  in  fuch  Coun- 
ties, where  the  Warehoufes  are  erected, 
be  authorized  to  advance  200/.  or  300/. 
at  a  time  to  each  Warehoufe  within  their 
own  County,  to  Anfwer  the  Purpofes  a- 
bove  mentioned,  and  charge  the  fame  in 
his  Land  Tax  Account  to  the  Bank  of 

England^ 
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knglandy  to  be  placed  to  Account  of  the 
ilanding  Fund. 

And  as  fome  Capital  Fund  muft  be 
always  kept  up  and  fupported  for  effec- 
tually executing  this  Scheme,  and  as 
the  Woollen  Trade  alone  will  be  fo 
greatly  benefited  by  it.  'Tis  further  pro- 
pofed,  that  one  Penny  Duty  be  laid  on 
every  Pound  of  Wool,  growing  in 
Great^Britain^  to  fupport  this  Standing 
Fund;  and  as  the  Growth  of  Wool  in 
Great-Britain^  is  allowed  by  knowing 
and  experienced  Perfons  in  the  Woollen 
Trade,  to  be  on  the  loweft  Computation 
not  lefs  than  Two  Hundred  Thoufand 
Packs  in  a  Year,  which  at  one  Penny 
per  Pound  Duty  (each  Pack  of  Wool, 
containing  Two  Hundred  and  Forty 
Pound  Weight)  will  produce  Two  Hun- 
dred Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year.  This 
without  any  other  Aid  or  Duty,  will 
be  always  amply  fufficient  to  fupport 
this  Scheme. 


lie 
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The  Duty  on  Wool  tnay  be  laid  and 
eajily  colleEied  in  the  follom?2g 
Manner. 


THAT  the  Colkcftor  of  the  King's 
Tax,  in  every  Parifh  in  Greats 
Britain,  do  take  an  Account  at  Sheering 
time  of  all  Wool  Shorne,  as-  to  Weight 
and  Number  of  Fleeces,  and  Charge  the 
fame  with  one  Penny  per  Pound  Duty, 
to  the  Farmers  Account,  to  be  paid  to 
the  Colleftor,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  Land  Tax  Mo- 
ney is  paid,  and  to  be  by  him  Returned 
to  the  General  Receiver,  and  fo  to  the 
Bank;  and  all  Butchers  and  Buyers  of 
Skins,  and  thofe  that  Pull  and  Draw 
the  Wool  off  the  Skins,  &c,  to  account 
Weekly  or  Monthly,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, attended  w^ith  a  Penalty,  and  the 
Colledlor  to  have  an  Allowance  for  his 
Trouble. 

And    laftly,    as  there   will   be  a  Ne- 
ceffity    of   appointing  (like   the  General 

Poft 
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Poft  Office)  one  Chief  and  General  Of- 
fice in  London^  to  Receive,  Settle  and 
Regifter  all  Accounts  relating  to  the 
Wool  Trade  and  Duties  ^  and  at  the 
•Head  of  which  a  General  Supervifor  muft 
be  appointed  with  a  fit  Number  of 
Clerks  to  go  thro'  the  Duty  of  the  faid 
Office,  with  Salaries  for  the  fame. 

And  as  Anthojiy  Sympfon  hath  been  at 
great  Pains  and  Trouble,  in  confidering 
and  framing  this  Scheme.  It  is  hum-* 
bly  hoped,  if  either  the  whole  of  the 
Scheme  and  Method  propofed  by  the 
faid  Antho?iy  Sy77ipfon^  or  the  eflential 
Parts  of  it  be  fo  approved,  as  to  be  put 
in  Praftice  5  That  the  faid  Anthony  Symp- 
Jon^  may  have  fome  fuitable  Reward  or 
Recompence  for  the  fame,  either  by 
being  made  Supervifor  for  Life,  of  the 
faid  General  Office,  or  a  fuitable  Salary 
for  Life  allowed  him  Yearly  out  of  the 
Capital  Fund. 

And  as  IRELAND  muft  be  laid  lin- 
ger the  fame  Keftraints, 
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'Tis  humbly  apprehended  that  the 
lame  Scheme,  properly  enforced  by  Au- 
thority of  Parliament,  and  duly  exe- 
cuted, will  Anlwer  all  the  Ends  there, 
as  in  England,  —  But  when  this  is  ef- 
fefted,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  give  all  fit- 
ting Encouragement,  by  taking  off  their 
Hands  fuch  Wool  and  Spinnings  in  Wool 
as  cannot  be  ufed  and  manufaftured  in 
their  own  Country ;  and  in  order  to  do 
this,  and  open  the  Currency  of  the  Wool 
Trade,  between  them  and  England,  and 
bring  it  into  a  fafc  and  proper  Channel ; 
*Tis  further  humbly  propofed, 

That  the  like  Warehoufes  be  provided 
as  to  Diftance  from  the  Sea  Coaft,  as  in 
England^  and  all  Wool-Mafters,  between 
the  Sea  Coaft  and  Warehoufes,  be  obliged 
to  carry  in  their  Wool  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  none  taken  out,  or  fuffered  tp 
go  Coaft  Ways  without  a  Permit. 

That  no  Wool,  Bay,  Yarne,  or  any 
other  Spinning  in  Wool,  be  fuffered  to 
pafs,  between  the  Warehoufes  and  Sea 
Coaft,  without  a  Permit  from  one  of  the 

fai4 
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faid  Warehoufes,  and  afterwards  account 
for  it  as  in  England, 

That  Fifteen  or  Twenty  Regifter  Ships 
be  appointed  and  properly  Stationed,  for 
bringing  over  the  Wool,  Gf^.  and  that  no 
one  Ship,  or  more,  fo  freighted  be  fuf- 
fered  to  fail  without,  a  Convoy  to  fee 
her  or  them  fafe  Landed  in  England. 

That  fuch  Ships  be  always  freighted 
from  the  faid  Warehoufes,  and  the  Wool 
fetched  from  thence,  to  be  guarded  to 
the  Sea  Coaft,  till  'tis  put  on  Board.  — 
By  thus  freighting  from  the  Warehoufes 
only,  no  Dealer  in  Wool,  Gf^.  can  carry 
any  large  Quantities  towards  the  Coaft, 
under  falfe  Pretences  of  freighting  the 
Ships  s  and  confequently  by  thus  ftripping 
and  not  fuiFering  any  Quantity  of  Wool 
to  be  near  the  Coaft,  it  muft  put  it  out 
of  every  ones  Power  to  fend  Wool  to 
France y  or  any  other  Part  of  the  World. 


An 
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An  EJlimate  of  the  Yearly  Expences 
of  the  three  Men  of  War  and 
eight  armed  Sloops^  now  employed 
on  the  Coajl  of  Ireland^  to  guard 
and  prevent  the  Running  of 
Wool 


THE  three  Men  ofl 
War,  being  Sixth 
Rate  Ships,  the  Compli- 
ment  of  each  Ship,  130 
Men,  at  four  Pounds  per 
Month  for  each  Man. 


/.        i.  d. 


>20,28o    00    O 


The  eight  armed  Sloops,") 
80  Men  to  each  Sloop,   at  |         q 
four   Pounds  per   Month  f33i2^o  00  o 


for  each  Man. 


53,j6o  CO  o 


$uppofi 


Stippofe  24.Regi/}er  Ships  will  be  neceffary 
Jor  bri?iging  the  Wool  from  Ireland  to 
the  Ports  (^England,   asjollows. 


Six  Ships  of  25  Men  at' 
four    Pounds   a   Man   fer\  7800  00  o 
Month. 


I 


Eight  Ships  of  20  Men  at  ^^ 

the  fame 


]  83: 

TenShipsof  15  Men  at  Ditto.  7800  00  o 


23,920  00  o 

By  which  will  be  faved  29,640  /.  Year- 
ly, which  will  Anfwer  the  Expence  of 
four  Sixth  Rate  Men  of  War  to  Convoy 
and  bring  fafe  the  Irijh  Wool  to  the  Ports 
of  England i 


FINIS. 


^d^<r^<*^/^* 


